Tennessee State Board of Education
Agenda

August 27, 2004
Action Item IV.H.
Teacher Education Licensure Standards:

Special Education Vision PreK-12
The Background: 

Tennessee currently licenses teachers in six special education endorsement areas.  Teachers endorsed in Special Education Vision work in a variety of settings and are prepared to teach students with visual impairment from birth through adulthood.

An Ad-Hoc Committee on Special Education Comprehensive Licensure, comprised of teachers, teacher educators, administrators, and parents, developed the proposed revised licensure standards.  The proposed standards build on the Special Education Core Licensure Standards approved by the Board in October 2002 and they are consistent with standards of the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC) and the standards of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).  

Teacher candidates may major in exceptional learning or they may major in any acceptable major in the corresponding general curriculum areas.   They will have field placements and student teaching experiences in a variety of settings covering the age span.  A list of committee members is attached.

The proposed standards would become effective for candidates seeking licensure no later than September 1, 2009.  Teachers currently holding the endorsement will continue to be able to teach.  

The proposed standards will be circulated to education constituency groups and posted on the Board’s web site for review and comment prior to the Board’s October meeting. 

The Recommendation:

The State Board of Education staff recommends acceptance of the standards on first reading.  

